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2. Handwriting

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w

Print the missing lowercase letters that you have not learned to write in cursive.
9 10

16 17 18 19 20 22
1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w

Fill in the boxes below with the letters that match the numbered boxes above.

9 10 16 17 18 19 20 22

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1wWave Letters

1. Starting from the baseline at 
the arrow, trace the stroke with 
YOUR FINGER first. As your 
trace you will say “WAVE 
RIGHT” pause at the dot. Then 
using a pencil trace the first 
eight strokes repeating “WAVE 
RIGHT”

2. Using a pencil WRITE the 
first eight strokes on your own 
repeating “WAVE RIGHT”.

3. Starting at the dot TRACE 
the downstroke for each letter 
saying “DOWNSTROKE (I)(J)
(P)(R)(S)(T)(U)(W)”. Do Not 
connect the letters.

4. Starting at the dot WRITE 
the downstroke for each letter 
saying “DOWNSTROKE (I)(J)
(P)(R)(S)(T)(U)(W)”. Do Not 
connect the letters.

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w

1a 1b 1e 1f 1h 1k 1l

1o 1q

1c 1d 1g

1i 1j 1p 1r 1s 1t 1u 1w
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3. Vocabulary: Word of the Day 
• Write a sentence of your own using your vocabulary word of the day.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Your Sentence:

PERTURB

(pur TURB) v .

to make uneasy ; to upset

Sounds like : DISTURB

�����
Cursu

que

er

" It highly PERTURBS hornets when you

DISTURB their nests ."

o It PERTURBED Bill's father when Bill took the family

car without permission .

a The manager told his salesmen he was PERTURBED

about the drop in sales for the year.

Traveling by air is PERTURBING when the planes are

behind schedule .

Vocabulary Cartoons 103
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4. Grammar

Capitalization and punctuation: Combined the following sentences: 

Read to the child:  Combine the following sentences to make one sentence and write thee 
sentences below.. Use correct capitalization and punctuation.

1. My shoes are red.
2. My shoes are dirty.

ADJECTIVES  
Study these sentences :  
1. Clouds gather.    2. Dark clouds gather. 
In sentence 1 the word clouds may mean any kind of cloud. If you wish to tell what kind of cloud, 
you must use some word with the noun, as is done by the word dark in sentence 2. 
3. Children run.    4. Frightened children run.  
In sentence 3 the noun children may mean any children; the word frightened is used in sentence 
4 to tell what kind of children.  

Words that are used with nouns to add to or modify their meaning in this way are called 
adjectives. Dark, frightened, are adjectives.  

Remember. — An adjective is a word used to modify the meaning of a noun or pronoun.  

Oral Exercises: Read below and answer the questions aloud.  

I. See my little dog. What other words than little can you use with the noun dog to add to 
or modify its meaning?  

II. He carries a big stick. What other kinds? 
III. I am tall. What other words can be used in place of tall?  

What are words that are used to modify the meaning of nouns or pronouns called? What 
adjectives have you changed in this lesson?  

3. My shoes are old.
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Written Exercise. — Use in sentences these adjectives: 
   
High, low;  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

narrow, wide;  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

clean, dirty;  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

gentle, rude;  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. History

SAMUEL ADAMS  
 Let us imagine ourselves in Boston about the 
time of the Stamp Act. It is night. The town is 
wrapped in silence as well as darkness.  Yet, if we 
should pass through a certain quiet street, we might 
perhaps see in a large, plain dwelling one dimly 
lighted room , and possibly the shadow of some one 
at a desk, writing. It is Samuel Adams, whose days 
are not long enough to do all that his active mind 
plans. In town meeting, in colonial assembly, in 
pamphlets, in the press, in the club, or on the street, 
he is always at work with voice or pen, talking to 
people of their rights, and showing the way to that 
liberty of thought and action which belongs to all 
freemen.  
 He is a man of medium size, with gray hair and 
keen, gray eyes. His face, usually stern, is kindly 
when he smiles. His clothes are well worn, for his 
only means of support for himself and his family is 
the small salary he receives as clerk of the Massachusetts Assembly. Besides, he 
does not care about clothes. When they be come too rusty, his friends supply new 
ones.  
 He is especially the friend and teacher of the working men , and although he 
is college bred and of an old family, they trust him as one of themselves. In the 
shipyards, at the wharfs, on street corners during the noon hours, wherever 
working men gather, he can be seen explaining the new laws and urging the people 
to stand for their rights as freemen. His great power over the people has made  
him dangerous to the British, and they have tried more than once to bribe him with 
some office under the King, or to buy him with gold, but he has always spurned 
their offers. “Poor as I am ,” he says, "the King of England is not rich enough to 
buy me."  

Samuel Adams (1772) by 
John Singleton Copely
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 Such was the man who led the people of Massachusetts in their struggle 
against the King. After the Stamp Act was repealed (1776), King George, so 
obstinate in giving way to the Americans, thought up another plan to bring them 
under his yoke.  
 The very next year, he persuaded Parliament to pass a new law taxing glass, 
lead, paper, tea, and a few other articles imported into the colonies.  
 “Very well,” replied the colonists. “Then we will buy no goods from 
England.” Feeling against the mother country became very strong.  
This made English merchants, who were losing money, beg Parliament to repeal 
the law.  

THE STUBBORN KING AND THE TAX ON TEA  
 So at last the stubborn King said: 
“Parliament may take off all the taxes except 
the one on tea. We must keep this tax in order to 
show the Americans that we have a right to tax 
them." And tea-ships sailed for America.  
 The King had arranged a plan with the tea 
merchants which would make this tea cheaper 
in America than in England. “Of course,” he 
said, “ the Americans will buy it if it is cheap, 
and will not think about the tax.” 
 In due time the tea arrived. Then the 
simple-minded George III had a great surprise. 
He found out that the Americans would not buy 
taxed tea at any price. They were thinking of 
something much larger than the cost of the tea, 
and that was their liberty.  

 In New York and Philadelphia the people refused to let the tea be landed, and 
in Charleston the people stored it in damp cellars, where it spoiled. But in Boston, 
there was a most exciting time, which led to the “Boston Tea Party,” the strangest 
tea-party ever known. 

Portrait of King George III (1771) by 
Johann Zoffany
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 It was on a quiet Sunday morning, while the people were at church, that the 
Dartmouth, the first of three tea-ships bound for Boston, sailed into the harbor. The 
news spread like wildfire. It reached the people in the churches. Soon the streets 
were alive with excited crowds.  
 Before night, Samuel Adams and other leading 
patriots met and had their plans in action. First they got a 
promise from the owner of the Dartmouth, Benjamin 
Rotch, that he would not land the tea before Tuesday. This 
gave time to spread the news and get the people together.  
 On Monday morning there was a mass meeting of 
five thousand indignant men, some from near-by towns, 
at the Old South Church. There it was voted that the tea 
should not be landed, but should be sent back to England.  
 Thus began a bitter struggle between the people, led by Samuel Adams, to 
prevent the landing of the tea, and Governor Hutchinson, who upheld England. 
According to the law, if at the end of twenty days the tea had not been sent back to 
England, it could be landed by force. Here was a chance for trouble, b e cause the 
tea could not leave the harbor with out permission from the clerk of customs or a 
pass from the governor.  

 Eighteen days passed. The nineteenth arrived, 
and still the ships were in the harbor.  
 It was a critical day in the life of Massachusetts 
and our country. Men , talking angrily and shaking 
their fists with excitement, were throng ing into the 
streets of Boston from surrounding towns. By ten 
o'clock, over seven thousand had gathered in the Old 
South Church and in the streets outside.  
 They sent for Rotch, the owner of the Dart 
mouth. When he told them he could not get a 
clearance from the clerk of customs, they ordered 
him to get a pass from the governor, and report to 
them in the afternoon. Portrait of Governor Hutchison 

in 1750

Benjamin Rotch
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 Late in the afternoon, a great throng of earnest men again crowded into the 
Old South Church to wait for the return of Rotch. It was an anxious time. But 
while, in deep suspense, the vast crowd waited, John Rowe asked: “Who knows 
how tea will mingle with salt water?”  

A FAMOUS TEA-PARTY  
 While the meeting still waited, the shadows of the short winter day crept on.  
Darkness had followed dusk and candles were lighted before the owner of the 
Dartmouth returned. 
 When he appeared, the church was breathlessly still. “The governor refuses 
to give the pass,” he said. 
 An angry murmur arose, but the crowd soon became silent, for Samuel 
Adams, the presiding officer, had stood up. Quietly he said: “This meeting can do 
nothing more to save the country.”  
 These words were clearly a signal. Outside a war-whoop sounded, and forty 
or fifty “Mohawks,” men wearing blankets in Indian fashion and carrying hatchets 
in their hands, rushed down Milk Street to Griffin's Wharf, where the three tea 
ships lay at anchor.  

 It was bright 
moonlight, and 
everything could be 
plainly seen. Having 
set a guard, these 
orderly “Indians” 
quickly boarded the 
vessels, broke open the 
chests, and emptied the 
tea into the harbor. It 
took them three hours. 
At the end of that time, 
three hundred and 

The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor (1846) by Nathaniel Currier
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forty-two chests of tea had been poured into the sea. Its value amounted to 
$100,000. At this tea-party, there was no confusion.  
 Many stood on the shore and watched the “Mohawks”at their work. Yet 
not a man reported to the British officers what he had seen.  
 The next morning, while wet tea-leaves lay heaped along the shore, the 
Boston housewives cheerfully drank a tea brewed from sassafras and 
pennyroyal!  
 The Boston Tea-Party was a triumph for the Boston patriots, and Samuel 
Adams was the greatest patriot of them all. It was he who had managed the 
affair from start to finish, and led in the struggle against the King. Few battles of 
the Revolution meant so much . Samuel Adams was a man who could 
completely forget himself if winning friends for the cause of freedom; and he 
did more than any man of his time to arouse the love of liberty in the colony. Up 
to the last, his patriotism was earnest and sincere, and his life was one of great 
service to his country. He was perhaps the first to look ahead to the time when 
America should be a nation by itself.  

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT: Tell your thoughts regarding the 
following questions, using complete sentences.  

1. For what did Samuel Adams wish day and night? 
2. Why did King George believe the Americans would pay the tax on 
tea? 
3. Why did they refuse to pay this tax? 
4. What was the BostonTea-Party? 
5. What kind of man was Samuel Adams, and what do you admire about 
him?  



11

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 3, Sample

6. Literature 

• Over days 1-4 read chapters 6-7 of Benjamin West and his Cat Grimalkin  
• Answer the questions below using complete sentences. 

Suddenly a great blob of red paint spilled from the reed and fell squarely
on the tip of Dr. Moris’ nose.

“Oh!” gasped Benjamin, and Grimalkin yowled nervously at the distress
in his voice.

The onlookers broke out in loud laughter.
Benjamin whirled around in anger. He saw wagoners and a traveling

tinker and scissors-grinder holding their sides. Their heads were thrown
back, their mouths wide open, like cats on a fence. Only one among them
did not laugh. It was Uncle Phineas Pennington from Philadelphia. He took
out his pocket handkerchief and helped blot up the color.

What is happening is the picture below? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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2. Poetry

The Piper  

Piping down the valleys wild,  
Piping songs of pleasant glee.  
On a cloud I saw a child,  
And he, laughing, said to me:  

“Pipe a song about a lamb,”  
So I piped with merry cheer.  
“Piper, pipe that song again:"  
So I piped: he wept to hear.  

“Drop thy pipe, thy happy pipe,  
Sing thy songs of happy cheer:"  
So I sung the same again,  
While he wept with joy to hear.  

“Piper, sit thee down and write  
In a book that all may read —"  
So he vanished from my sight;  
And I plucked a hollow reed,  

And I made a rural pen, 
And I stained the water clear,  
And I wrote my happy songs  
Every child may joy to hear. '  

—WILLIAM BLAKE.  

ORAL EXERCISE: How many stanzas are in the poem? Underline the 
words that rhyme at the end of each line. Do you see a pattern? What do 
you think a Piper is? What do you think the second stanza tells? Tell the 
story you think the poem tells. 

Memorize the first two stanzas.  
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3. Handwriting

Wave Letters

TRACE the connected letters below. Start on the baseline and say “WAVE RIGHT downstroke I” do 
not lift your pencil. Then say “WAVE RIGHT downstroke J. Continue saying “WAVE RIGHT and 
finish letters (P)(R)(S)(T)(U)(W). For the final stroke of W say “DIP”

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1. Starting from the baseline add the first 
stroke of the letters connecting them all. 
Remember to say “WAVE RIGHT 
downstroke [letter name](I)(J)(P)(R)(S)(T)
(U)(W)”

2. Repeat the exercise. Remember to finish 
the W saying “DIP”

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

Copy two of the shells into the box.
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4. Vocabulary: Word of the Day 
• Write a sentence of your own using your vocabulary word of the day.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Your Sentence:

BULLETIN

(BUL uh tun ) n.

a brief announcement of public interest;

a small publication published regularly

Sounds like : BULLET

MEETING

TONIGHT

WANTEDI

eu

"

Am

"The mob's BULLET BULLETIN board "

o Our teacher posted the test results on her BULLETIN

board . (adj.)

a There are weather BULLETINS all day long on the

television weather channel .

Our club BULLETIN lists the dates of all meetings and

special events .

104 Vocabulary Cartoons
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5. Grammar

Written Exercise. — Dictation—Have your child listen as you read the lines of the 
poem “The Piper”. Have them complete the missing words in the section below. When 
dictating, do not help them with spelling. Instead, once they are done gently have 
your child erase and correct any mistakes. Be sure to spell all the words correctly.  

_____________ down the valleys ___________,  

Piping _____________ of ______________ glee.  

On a ______________ I saw a ______________,  

And he, _________________, said to me:  

“Pipe a ___________ about a ____________,”  

So I _____________ with _____________ cheer.  

“Piper, ____________ that ___________ again:"  

So I ____________: he wept to _____________.  
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orderly, disorderly;  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

kind, unkind;  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

black, white;  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

honest, dishonest;  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

good ,bad;  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

old, new; 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Science- Read the following passage and retell the story in your own words.

WHIRLIGIG BEETLES 
 There is a Mrs. Water-Beetle who has on the under side of her body two little 
knobs for spinning silk. These are much like the silk-spinners of Mrs. Spider.  
As soon as this Mrs. Beetle has laid some eggs, she goes to work, like a good 
mother, to keep her babies safe and warm. She spins a little silk ball, or bag, for 
the eggs. This ball is water-tight. It is woven so close that it does not leak. It is so 
light that it will float.  
 There are other beetles, and fish, and frogs in the water, that are seeking 
food, and they might eat these eggs, but will not touch them when in this tough 
silk ball. The balls are of a fine bright color, like gold thread.  
 Another of the water-beetles makes a little silk bag, packs it full of eggs, and 
glues it to the under side of a leaf of some water-plant.  
 You know that a fly has a little pair of wings, called alulets, below its true 
wings. One of the beetles has such clubs or alulets. So you see, in one part they are 
somewhat like a spider, in another part somewhat like a fly.  And some things 
about them are like what a crab has.  
 Among all animals you will find points of likeness be- tween one creature 
and another.  
 Did you ever see a whirligig beetle? He takes his name from the top, or 
whirligig, because he spins round, and round, and round. Go to the pond, and you 
will see some of these merry fellows. They act as if they felt so happy that they 
could not keep still.  

Whirligig Beetle
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 These whirligigs are of a fine bronze color. They use their hind legs for oars, 
and their fore legs for rudders. They have their eyes divided, so that each one 
seems to have a pair of eyes on each side of its head ; one half the eye looks up, 
and one looks down.  
 These are small beetles, and they whirl, whirl, whirl. Then they stand still for 
a second. If you make a dart at them, and try to catch them, you will  
find that it is not easy to do so.  
 These whirlers lay their eggs on leaves above water. The larvae spin silk 
pupa-cases which hang on leaves, or on stems, above the top of the water.  
These and other water-beetles live in ponds or very quiet streams, not in swift 
water.  
 Now I hope the peep you have had at beetle-life will make you wish to study 
it more. Study not so much in books, as out-of-doors for yourselves.  
 Of what use are beetles? Wise people have not yet found out very much 
about the use of beetles. Some of them, as you have read, devour or bury spoiled 
things, that it would be bad to have lying about on the ground. They help to keep 
the world clean.  
 Some of them eat insects that harm plants. Some of them make good food for 
fish, birds, and other creatures. But very many of the beetles do much harm to 
plants, clothes, and not her valuable things. On the whole, I fear that beetles are 
pretty rather than useful!  

WHAT A FISHERMAN TOLD.  
 One day, on the sea-beach, I saw a man. He was busy mending a net. He took 
from the net two small things like shells. They clung to the meshes of the net. 
They were white and hard.· They looked like two or three shells put one inside the 
other.  
 The fisherman said, " There are in the world more of these things than there 
are leaves on the trees, I think."  
 "Where do they grow, Mr. Fisherman?” 
 "It is easier," said the fisherman, "to say where they do not grow, unless I just 
say, they grow wherever there is sea-water. The pier yonder, below high-water 
mark, is covered with hundreds of them. All the rocks that we see bare at low tide 
are white with them. Every log or stick that drifts on the sea has them on it. All the 
old shells on the beach, and many new shells, have dozens fastened on them."  
 "I have seen an old King Crab crawl up the beach," the fisherman said. " He 
had his shell so coated with these things, that it seemed as if he had two shells, one 
on top of the other. It was so heavy that he could hardly walk.  
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 "I have also seen them growing in the skins of whales, and sharks, and other 
fish. I have sailed· all around the world, and I have found these things 
everywhere."  
 "What do you call them, Mr. Fisherman?" 
 "Some call them Sea-Acorns, some Sea-Rose-Buds. These are pretty names ; 
but Barnacle is the right name." 
 "Do you know, Mr. Fisherman, that they are cousins of the crabs ?" 
 "I'll never believe that," said the fisherman. " They do not look like crabs. 
When I was a boy, folks told me that out of these shells came a little bird that grew 
into a goose. I saw a picture once, of a tree all covered with big barnacles, and out 
of each one hung a little bird's head. Is that tale true? They were not quite like 
these barnacles."  
 "No, Mr. Fisherman, it is not at all true. No birds grow from barnacles. That 
is an old-time fable." "Well," said the fisherman, "once in the water I saw 
something hanging out of the shell of a fellow like this. It opened and shut, and 
looked a little like a bird's foot."  
 "It was a foot, Mr. Fisherman, but not a bird's foot. It was Mr. Barnacle's own 
foot, and as he has no hands, he uses his feet to catch his dinner."  
 "I know," said the fisherman, "that horse-hairs in ponds will turn into long 
worms. But I never did think these shells would turn into birds."  
 "And horse-hairs will never turn into worms. Long, thin, black worms in 
ponds look much like the hairs of a horse's tail, so some people think they must 
once have been horse-tail hairs. But it is not so. Horse-hairs are always only horse-
hairs, and worms all come from eggs which were laid to bring out a worm."  
 "It is a pity," said the fisherman, "that when I was a boy in school my books 
did not tell me of these things. It would have been nice to know what I was 
looking at as I went about the world."  
 Now let us study these barnacles of which our fisher- man spoke. He told us 
truly about their number and where they grow. He told us what he knew because it 
was what he had seen.  
 There are two kinds of barnacles, - those that have stems, and those that have 
no stems.  
 The kind that has no stems is the kind you will see oftener, though there are 
plenty of the other kind. 'the stemless, or acorn barnacles, are placed flat upon  
whatever they grow on. Try to pull one off a stone. You cannot do it while the 
animal is alive. When the animal is dead or dying, you can move the shell from 
what it grows upon. After the animal has been dead some time, the shells drop 
from their places, and leave room for others to grow.  
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NATURE JOURNAL  

Sketch the object you are observing in the box below:

WHAT IS IT? _______________________________________________________________

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?________________________________________________

IS IT ALWAYS HERE?________________________________________________________

WHERE DOES IT LIVE?______________________________________________________

WHAT DOES IT EAT?________________________________________________________

OTHER OBSERVATIONS______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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2. Handwriting

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u wTRACE the connected letters below. Start on the 

baseline and say “WAVE RIGHT downstroke I” 
do not lift your pencil. Then say “WAVE RIGHT 
downstroke J. Continue saying “WAVE RIGHT 
and finish letters (P)(R)(S)(T)(U)(W). For the final 
stroke of W say “DIP”

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1. TRACE 3. TRACE
1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w1ijprstuw

i j p r s t u w

Draw a scene around the lighthouse.

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

2. WRITE 4. WRITE

PRACTICE: Trace the WAVE LETTERS and write three more of your own without lifting your pencil.
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3. Vocabulary: Word of the Day 
• Write a sentence of your own using your vocabulary word of the day.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Your Sentence:

FELON

(FEH lun ) n .

a person convicted of

a serious crime

Sounds like : MELON

elelee

??

Poog

"FELONMELONS going off to jail"

a A person convicted of a FELONY may be punished by

imprisonment in a state prison .

Stealing a car is considered a FELONY .

The police arrested a man for carrying a gun with

FELONIOUS intentions . (adj.)

Vocabulary Cartoons 105
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4. Grammar

Capitalization and punctuation: Unscramble and Rewrite the sentence correctly. 

Read to the child:  unscramble the words below to make a sentence. Write the sentence on the lines 
below using correct capitalization and punctuation. Remember! Capitalize the first letter of the first 
word in a sentence. Always capitalize a person’s name. End a sentence that is a statement or tells 
something with a period (.)

1. Rain is falling.
2. We cannot go out to play.

OTHER ADJECTIVES  
Read these familiar statements:  

Four quarts make one gallon. This small measure holds two quarts. 
The word four is used with the noun quarts to modify its meaning by telling how many. 
Four is an adjective. What other words in the sentences answer to the question how many? 
The word this is used with the noun measure to modify its meaning by pointing out which one. This 
is an adjective.  

Remember. — An adjective is a word used to modify the meaning of a noun or pronoun.  
.  

Written Exercise. — Use in sentences these adjectives: 
   
Ten, thirty, thirty-one 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

second, this, these 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. History

PAUL REVERE  
 King George, very angry about the Boston Tea-Party, sent soldiers over to 
put down “the rebels," as he called them, and he made their commander, General 
Gage, military governor of Massachusetts. This was not at all to the liking of the 
colonists, for they were constantly under the eye of a British general, appointed to 
carry out the will of the King.  
 One of the first acts of the new governor was to send home the members of 
the Massachusetts Assembly. The people of the colony were no longer allowed to 
make their own laws.  
 But the Americans were not to be treated like slaves! No sooner had the 
assembly been broken up than they appointed a new governing body, called the 
Provincial Congress With John Hancock as its president and Samuel Adams as its 
leading spirit, this congress began at once to get ready for war. They called for an 
army of twenty thousand men and began to collect military stores, such as cannon, 
muskets, powder and ball, and flour, at Concord. Everywhere companies were 
formed called “minutemen.” They were to be ready at a minute's notice to go 
wherever they might be needed.  

 Soon General Gage received orders from 
England to seize John Hancock and Samuel Adams 
as traitors. He knew that these two men were staying 
for a while with a friend at Lexington. He had 
learned, also, through his spies, that the minutemen 
had collected some cannon and military stores at 
Concord, twenty miles from Boston, and only eight 
miles beyond Lexington.  
 General Gage planned to capture both leaders 
and ammunition in one expedition. But he did not 
catch the colonists napping.  
 Thirty young patriots, led by Paul Revere, had 
formed a society to spy out the British plans. Always 
on the watch, these young men at once carried the 
news of any strange movements to such leaders as 

General Thomas Gage (1768) 
by John Singleton Copely
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Samuel Adams, John Hancock, and Doctor Joseph Warren.  
 On the evening of April 18, 1775, 
Revere and his friends brought word to 
Doctor Warren that they believed the 
British general was about to carry out his 
plan of capturing Adams and Hancock at 
Lexington and of destroying the stores at 
Concord.  
 General Gage had forbidden any one 
to go out from Boston that night. But 
without a moment's delay, Doctor Warren 
arranged to send Paul Revere and William 
Dawes on horse back to Lexington and 
Concord to warn the people. They were to 
go by different routes, with the hope that at 
least one might escape capture by the 
British mounted officers, with w h o m 
Gage had carefully guarded all the roads 
leading from Boston  
 Dawes was soon on his way across Boston Neck, while Paul Revere went 
home to leave orders for a lantern-signal to be hung in the belfry of the Old North 
Church, to show by which route the British forces were advancing, “one if by land, 
and two if by sea.” Then, booted and spurred, he stepped into a light skiff with two 
friends, who rowed him from Boston across the Charles River to Charlestown 
under the very guns of a British man-of-war.  

THE MIDNIGHT RIDE OF PAUL REVERE  
 On the Charlestown side, a fleet horse was brought, and Paul Revere, waiting 
in the moon light, bridle in hand, strained his eyes to catch the first glimpse of the 
signal-lights. At eleven o'clock one light flashed forth. Intently he gazed. A second 
light gleamed out from the belfry. "Two if by sea!” he said to himself. “The 
Redcoats are crossing the Charles River and will march through Cambridge.”  

Paul Revere (1770) by John Singleton 
Copely
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 Not a moment longer did he wait. Leaping into his saddle, he sped like the 
wind toward Lexington. Suddenly two British officers sprang out, one trying to 
block his way ,and the other to take him. Quickly turning his horse, he swung into 
the Medford road and was gone. Ten minutes later, he was in Medford, where he 
stopped long enough to warn the captain of the minutemen there.  

 Again he was off in 
swift flight, pausing only 
to wake the people at 
every house along the 
road with his ringing 
shouts: “Up and arm! Up 
and arm! The regulars are 
out! The regulars are 
out!” Then the hoof-beats 
his flying horse died 
away in the distance. 
 He reached 
Lexington just at 
midnight The eight 

minutemen who guarded 
the house where Adams and Hancock were sleeping warned him not to disturb the 
people inside with his noise. “Noise!” cried Paul Revere. “ You'll have noise 
enough before long. The regulars are out!  
 William Dawes soon joined Paul Revere in Lexington, and after taking a 
little food, they started off together to warn Concord. Doctor Prescott, a prominent 
Son of Liberty whose home was in that town, went with them. About half-way 
there, a guard of four mounted British officers ordered them to halt. Prescott 
managed to escape by making his horse leap a stone wall, and rode in hot haste to 
Concord, where he gave the alarm . Paul Revere and William Dawes escaped for 
the moment, but a little later both fell into the hands of another group of British 
officers.  
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 Meanwhile, the British troops, numbering eight hundred men ,under 
the command of Colonel Smith, were marching to Lexington. But they had 
not gone far before they knew by the ringing of church -bells, the firing of 
signal-guns, the beating of drums, and the gleaming of beacon fires on the 
surrounding hilltops that the minutemen had been warned.  
 Colonel Smith , disturbed by these signs of coming danger, sent Major 
Pitcairn ahead with a picked body of troops, in the hope that they might 
reach Lexington before the town could be aroused .  

PATRIOTS WILLING TO DIE FOR THEIR RIGHTS  

 But the British commander was too late. Already the alarm signals had 
called to arms thousands of daring patriots, willing to die for their rights as 
freemen. Wakened suddenly from sleep, men had snatched their old muskets 
from  
over the door or fireplace, and, bidding good-by to wife and children, were 
off to the meeting place long since agreed upon.  
 Just as the sun was rising, Major Pitcairn marched into Lexington. 
Forty or fifty minutemen stood ready to oppose him. Riding up to them, he 
shouted:   

The Battle of Lexington (1910) by William Barnes Wollen
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 “Disperse, ye rebels, disperse!” The minutemen bravely stood their 
ground. Pitcairn gave the order:   “Fire!” Eighteen minutemen 
fell to the earth.  
Before Pitcairn's arrival, the British officers who had captured Revere and 
Dawes returned with them to Lexington. Commanding Revere to dismount, 
they kept his horse and let him go. He ran at full speed to the house in which 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock were staying, told them what had 
happened , and then guided them across the fields to a place of safety.  
On their way they heard the guns firing on Lexington Common, and the 
sound so stirred the soul of Adams that in joy he cried out:“Oh, what a 
glorious morning is this !” In the sound of the guns he heard the coming of 
liberty. Men were standing up for their rights. The first battle of the 
Revolution had been fought  
Paul Revere's famous midnight ride for his country we Americans shall 
always remember with joy and pride.  

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT: 
1. For what signal was Paul Revere looking? 
2. Imagine yourself with him on that famous midnight ride and tell 
what happened. 
3. Why did he take this ride? 
4. In what way did he show his patriotism?  



29

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 3, Sample

2. Picture Study

A STORY TO PLAN AND TO WRITE  

Tell the story that you think the picture tells. What do you think ails the little boy in the bed 
next to his father? How many children do you see in the picture? Write three sentences 
about the story the picture tells.  

1.________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

VISITING DAY AT THE HOSPITAL BY GEOFFROY 
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3. Grammar

II. Many people use the word them when they ought to use these or those. Repeat 
these sentences three times.  

Bring me those books. 
These are the papers.  
Hang these hats in the right place.  
Sing those songs again. 
Those are the most beautiful clouds I ever saw.  

III.Write four sentences showing how to use this, that: these, those.  

1.__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

2.__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

3.__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

4.__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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4. Handwriting

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u wTRACE the connected letters below. Start on the 

baseline and say “WAVE RIGHT downstroke I” 
do not lift your pencil. Then say “WAVE RIGHT 
downstroke J. Continue saying “WAVE RIGHT 
and finish letters (P)(R)(S)(T)(U)(W). For the final 
stroke of W say “DIP”

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1. TRACE

2. WRITE

3. TRACE

4. WRITE

PRACTICE: Trace the WAVE LETTERS and write three more of your own without lifting your pencil.

Draw a desert scene around the camel.

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w

1ijprstuw
i j p r s t u w
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5. Vocabulary - Review 

1. They were scheduled to \\\\\\\\\ the ship at 

noon. 


2. The wind blew the window shades \\\\\\\.

AWRY (uh RYE) adj. twisted or turned; wrong, amiss  

Sounds like: TIE  

  

WAFT (wahft) v. to move gently by wind or waves; something conveyed 
through the air; a gentle breeze  

Sounds like: RAFT  

3.  I felt a gentle breeze  \\\\\\ through the 

window.


EMBARK (im BARK) v. to go aboard some means of transportation; to set out 
on a venture  

Sounds like: BARK  
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Vocabulary - Review Continued

4. Stealing a car is considered a \\\\\\\\\.


5. It  \\\\\\\\\\ Bill's father when Bill took the 

family car without permission. 


FELON (FEH lun) n. a person convicted of a serious crime  

Sounds like: MELON  

  

BULLETIN (BUL uh tun) n. a brief announcement of public interest; a small 
publication published regularly  

Sounds like: BULLET  

6.  Our club \\\\\\\\\ lists the dates of all 

meetings and special events. 


PERTURB (purTURB) v. to make uneasy; to upset  

Sounds like: DISTURB  



34

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 3, Sample

MR. BARNACLE AND HIS SON 
 What is a barnacle? A barnacle is a kind of crab. How many families of 
barnacles are there? Two, the stem family and the stemless family.  
 A stem barnacle is a kind of crab with a three-cornered shell. It grows fast to 
some object by a long, thick stem.  
 A stemless barnacle has a shell shaped like an acorn, or like a rose-bud with 
the top bitten off. Instead of a stem, it is held fast to the object on which it grows 
by a thin plate of shell at its broad, or flat end. This plate has a tiny hole in the 
centre.  
 When you first saw a barnacle, you would not think it was a crab, or any 
relative of Mr. Crab. When grown up it does not look at all like the Crab Family. 
When crabs and barnacles are very young, they look more like each other.  
Let us look at an acorn barnacle. The shell is in plates, as if two or three shells 
were set one over another. The shell grows by added bits of lime, as a conch shell 
does. The thin skin that lines it, and holds it together, is shed, like Mr. Crab's coat. 
Then the shell has room to grow.  
 The shell is hard and 
white. It is lined with a very 
thin skin, which often has a 
faint, pretty tint. 
 The stem barnacles have 
long, flesh-like stems which 
move and sway with the motion 
of the water. They look much 
like a little, queer, pale plum 
hung by a long, thick stem.  
 The end of the barnacle, 
which clings to the stone, log, 
shell, or fish on which it has 
fastened itself, is the head end. 
The two feelers, which all these 
animals have, are turned into two fine tubes, or pipes.  
 These make a strong cement. Cement is like glue, but much more strong and 
stiff.This cement fastens Mr. Barnacle to his place. So after he has settled himself 
in life, he never wanders about any more. 
 Did Mr. Barnacle ever go abroad? Oh, yes! When he was young he swam 
about the water-world, in a very brisk way. Let us hear about that. 
 Mr. Barnacle makes the same changes of life that an insect does. First he is 

6. Science- Read the following passage and retell the story in your own words.

Barnicles
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an egg, then a larva, then a pupa, and at last a steady old barnacle. .But the larva 
barnacle makes two or three changes of shape before it turns into a pupa.Barnacles 
grow fast. They change their coats often when they are young. 

 Here is an old acorn barnacle fast upon a stone. It is about as big as the end 
of your little finger. It has some eggs which it packs into the shape of a small leaf. 
It tucks this leaf of eggs into a fold of the thin skin that lines the thick shell.  
As the eggs get ready to hatch into larvae, the old barnacle is also growing, and 
making more shell. Soon it is ready to enlarge the outer shell. So the inside skin 
cracks apart and falls off. By degrees some barnacles become quite large as fresh 
shell grows from within.  
 When the old inside skin falls off, the eggs are set free. Out of them come the 
larvae. The larvae are active, hungry little fellows, who know how to swim as soon 
as they are loose in the water.  
 The larva acts as if it liked to be free from the shell- prison. It darts about in 
the sea, and each day its shape changes. It has one eye, a mouth, two feelers like 
horns, and six legs. It can swim, and can walk over sea-weed.  
 Some parts of this gay little larva will one day turn into tubes to make 
cement to hold it fast to a stone. Then it will be a stay-at-home barnacle all its life 
long. When the larva becomes a pupa, it drifts about until at last it is time for it to 
stop traveling and keep still. Then it fixes itself by its head to the place that will 

Barnicles covering a boat’s hull
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always be its home. All it has to do after that, is to fish and eat. As it makes new 
shell, it will enlarge the old shell. And it will have little eggs, packed in the shape 
of a wee leaf between the skin and outer shell.  
 By and by Mr. Barnacle has a hard shell of many plates, his eye has gone 
down near his stomach. Do you think he can see what he eats? His legs are not 
used for walking, but to fish with; his mouth is near his feet. The rest of his head 
has gone off with his feelers, to attend to making cement and shell. What a queer 
creature he is. 

A FISHING PARTY.  
 Did you ever go fishing? Did you fish with a rod and line? Or, did you sit on 
a pier and let your line drop into the water from your hand? Or, did you go out 
with the boats and see the men throw a net into the water?  
 There are many ways of fishing, and now I shall tell you of some queer little 
fishers and their ways.  
 Why did you want to catch fish ? Oh, just for fun!  
 My little fishers fish for food, and they eat their fish without any cooking. 
Their fish are so small that you cannot see them without the help of a glass that 
magnifies.  
 I saw a fishing party today. There were twenty fishers in it. They were all 
dressed in white coats. They all sat on one stone.  
 "What a big stone!" you cry. You had better say, "Oh, what little fishers!" 
For, to tell you the truth, I covered the whole party up with one of my hands!  
 Was this a fairy fishing party? No; it was a barnacle fishing party. I will tell 
you about it.  
 The sun shone on the water, the sea was still, and the tide was slowly going 
out. It was half-low tide. A gray rock lay in the water. The water was yet about two 
or three inches above the top of the rock.  
 On this rock were about twenty stemless barnacles, clean, white, and acorn-
shaped. They were of the size of small acorns. You must know that barnacles grow. 
They are of many sizes. Some are the size of a small glove-button. Others are of 
the size of a small acorn, or of the end of your little finger.  
 As I looked at these twenty little fishers, the plates of the shells were opened 
a little. Out of the top of tiny feathers. 
 This plume waved up and down in the water. It seemed to open and shut 
gently, as you would open and shut your hand.  
 Every now and then this little plume was drawn quite back into the shell. In a 
minute out it came again and. waved as before. What did all this mean?  
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 It meant that the barnacles were having a fishing party. They were 
catching their dinner while the tide was over their shells. Mr. Crab gets his 
dinner at low tide, and hides at high tide. Mr. Barnacle fishes and eats at 
high tide. At low tide he shuts his shell house and clings to his place. He is 
waiting for the tide to come up and cover him once more.  
 When Mr. Barnacle opened and shut this fine plume, it was his net, or 
his set of lines with which to fish little live creatures from the water. He 
tangles his prey (or food) up in his fine plumes.  
 Among the things he catches are tiny crabs, too small for the naked 
eye to see. When the plume net is full, he draws it into his shell. Then he 
empties it into his mouth. After this he puts his plume out of his house once 
more, to fish for other things. In the mean time, he feeds on what he has 
taken. He has no pantry in which to store things, as Mr. Crab has.  
 Near this fishing party on the stone, drifted a log. On the under side of 
the log were some stem barnacles. They were fishing, too. They fished in the 
same way, and for the same kind of things.  
 They opened their shells, pushed out a lovely plume, and this pretty 
thing caught food in its meshes.  
 Does their net never break and need to be mended as the fisherman's 
net does? No doubt, if it does, a new piece will soon grow. What is his net ? 
It is Mr. Barnacle's feet. His crab cousins have many legs and feet. The crabs 
also have jaw feet, and a big claw, or hand. When he was young he had six 
legs. The barnacle now has more than six feet. They look very like a duster 
of long fingers or toes. He uses them to fish with. For what else should he 
use them? He never walks nor swims.  
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NATURE JOURNAL  

Sketch the object you are observing in the box below:

WHAT IS IT? _______________________________________________________________

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?________________________________________________

IS IT ALWAYS HERE?________________________________________________________

WHERE DOES IT LIVE?______________________________________________________

WHAT DOES IT EAT?________________________________________________________

OTHER OBSERVATIONS______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


