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Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Day 11. Reading

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

kn-igh-t
knight

kn-o-t
knot

kn-o-ck
knock

kn-i-f-e
knife

Read to the child:  The phonogram kn says /n/ the 2-letter n, used only at the beginning  of a word 
as in “knight”. First read each sound in the words below, then put them together to read the word.  

Phonogram kn

1. The king made him a knight and gave him land.


2. Dwight un-tied the knot from the rope.


3. The storms here can knock over trees.


4. I kneel by my bed to say my prayers at night.

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Read to the child: Read the sentences below. All phonograms have been underlined for you.  
The arrows remind you of the “silent e” words.

2

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake
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knob
night
note

nail
knot
not

knot
knees
knuckles

kneel
need
neat

knot
nose
knight

knit
night
nip

Have the child read the words, circle the word that matches the picture and then write the word. 
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Reader

It is a bright new day in the cherry tree. 
“Look, look, Jack !" said Polly Robin. 
"Look, look! I can see Kitty Cat."  
Jack Squirrel ran up into the cherry tree. 
He looked at Polly Robin. 
“Where is Kitty Cat?" he said.  
"She is asleep," said Polly Robin.  
“Oh I see Kitty Cat," said Jack.  
“I know for a fact Kitty Cat can not 
catch me.  
" She is asleep in the barn." 
Jack Squirrel ran down the tree.  
" I am not afraid of Kitty Cat," he said. 

2 2

2 2

3

2
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2. Handwriting
Trace each letter and write two lowercase and one uppercase letter in the boxes provided.

     
    

     

     
    

     

Trace the KN phonograms.

     
    

     

Trace the sentence below.      
    

     
Draw a bone for the dog and add anything else you’d like to the scene.
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3. Grammar

Parts of Speech: nouns and verbs 

Read to the child: A noun is a word that is a person place or thing. A verb is an action word! Play the 
grammar game below by filling in the blanks with either a noun or a verb. You can make the story as 
silly as you like.  

Play the grammar game. Fill in the blanks with the nouns or verbs found in the lists below:

will do that josh

1.We

at the 

books buy
library borrow
store read

stories rent

Nouns Verbs

Capitalization and punctuation: Unscramble and Rewrite the sentence correctly. 

Read to the child:  unscramble the words below to make a sentence. Write the sentence on the lines 
below using correct capitalization and punctuation. Remember! Capitalize the first letter of the first 
word in a sentence. Always capitalize a person’s name. End a sentence that is a statement or tells 
something with a period (.)



7

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 2, Sample

5. History

HONOR AND HOME  
 When Theseus entered the city of Athens and went walking up the street 
everybody wondered who the tall, fair youth could be. But the fame of his 
deeds had gone before him, and soon it was whispered that this was the hero 
who had slain the robbers in the mountains and had wrestled with Cercyon at 
Eleusis and had caught Procrustes in his own cunning trap.  
 “Tell us no such 
thing!” said some butchers 
who were driving their 
loaded carts to market. 
“The lad is better suited to 
sing sweet songs to the 
ladies than to fight robbers 
and wrestle with giants." .  
 “See his silken black 
hair!” said one. "And his 
girlish face!”said another.  
 “And his long coat 
dangling about his legs!” 
said a third.  
 “And his golden sandals!” said a fourth.  
 “Ha! ha!” laughed the first; “I wager that he never lifted a ten-pound 
weight in his life. Think of such a fellow as he hurling old Sciron from the 
cliffs! Nonsense!”  
 Theseus heard all this talk as he strode along, and it angered him not a 
little; but he had not come to Athens to quarrel with butchers. Without 
speaking a word he walked straight up to the foremost cart, and, before its 
driver had time to think, took hold of the slaughtered ox that was being hauled 
to market, and hurled it high over the tops of the houses into the garden 
beyond. Then he did likewise with the oxen in the second, the third, and the 
fourth wagons, and, turning about, went on his way, and left the wonder-
stricken butchers staring after him , speechless, in the street. 

Ancient Athens
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 He climbed the stairway which led to the top of the steep, rocky hill, and 
his heart beat fast in his bosom as he stood on the threshold of his father's 
palace.  
 “Where is the king?” he asked of the guard.  
 “You cannot see the king," was the answer; “ but I will take you to his 
nephews.”  
 The man led the way into the feast hall, and there Theseus saw his fifty 
cousins sitting about the table, and eating and drinking and making merry; and 
there was a great noise of revelry in the hall, the minstrels singing and playing, 
and the slave girls dancing, and the princes shouting. As Theseus stood in the 
doorway, knitting his eyebrows and clinching his teeth for the anger which he 
felt, one of the feasters saw him , and cried out: “See the tall fellow in the 
doorway! What does he want here?” 
 “Yes, girl-faced stranger,”said another,“what do you want here?”  
 “I am here,” said Theseus, “ to ask that hospitality which men of our race 
never refuse to give.”  
 “Nor do we refuse," cried they. “Come in, and eat and drink and be our 
guest.” 
 “I will come in,” said Theseus,“but I will be the guest of the king. Where 
is he?" 
 “Never mind the king,” said one of his cousins. “He is taking his ease, 
and we reign in his stead.”  
 But Theseus strode boldly through the feast hall and went about the 
palace asking for the king. At last he found Aegeus, lonely and sorrowful, 
sitting in an inner chamber. The heart of Theseus was very sad as he saw the 
lines of care upon the old man’s face, and marked his trembling, halting ways.  
 “Great king,” he said, “ I am a stranger in Athens, and I have come to you 
to ask food and shelter and friendship such as I know you never  
deny to those of noble rank and of your own race.”  
 “And who are you, young man?”said the king.  
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 “I am Theseus,”was the answer. “What? the Theseus who has rid the 
world of the mountain robbers, and of Cercyon the wrestler, and of Procrustes, 
the pitiless Stretcher?”  
 "I am he,” said Theseus; “and I come from old Troezen, on the other side 
of the Saronic Sea."  
 The king started and turned very pale. “Troezen! Troezen!” he cried. 
Then checking himself, he said,“Yes! yes! You are welcome, brave stranger, to 
such shelter and food and friend ship as the King of Athens can give.” 
 Now it so happened that there was with the king a beautiful but wicked 
witch named Medea, who had so much power over him that he never dared to 
do anything without asking her leave. So he turned to her, and said: “Am I not 
right, Medea, in bidding this young hero welcome?'  
 “You are right, King Aegeus,” she said; "and let him be shown at once to 
your guest chamber, that he may rest himself and afterwards dine with us at 
your own table.”  

 Medea had learned by her magic 
arts who Theseus was, and she was not 
at all pleased to have him in Athens; 
for she feared that when he should 
make himself known to the king, her 
own power would be at an end.    
 So, while Theseus was resting 
himself in the guest chamber, she told 
Aegeus that the young stranger was no 
hero at all, but a man whom his 
nephews had hired to kill him, for they 
had grown tired of waiting for him to 
die. The poor old king was filled with 
fear, for he believed her words; and he 
asked her what he should do to save his 
life.  

Medea the Sorceress by Valentine Cameron 
Prinsep (1838–1904) 
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 “Let me manage it,”she said. “The young man will soon come down to 
dine with us. I will drop poison into a glass of wine, and at the end of the  
meal. I will give it to him. Nothing can be easier.”  
 So, when the hour came, Theseus sat down to dine with the king and 
Medea; and while he ate he told of his deeds and of how he had overcome the 
robber giants, and Cercyon the wrestler, and Procrustes the pitiless; and as the 
king listened, his heart yearned strangely towards the young man, and he longed 
to save him from Medea's poisoned cup.  
 Then Theseus paused in his talk to help himself to a piece of the roasted 
meat, and, as was the custom of the time, drew his sword to carve it — for you  
must remember that all these things happened long ago, before people had 
learned to use knives and forks at the table. As the sword flashed from  
its scabbard, Aegeus saw the letters that were engraved upon it— the initials of 
his own name. He knew at once that it was the sword which he had hidden so 
many years before under the stone on the mountain side above Troezen.  
 “My son! my son!” he cried ; and he sprang up and dashed the cup of 
poisoned wine from the table, and flung his arms around Theseus. It was indeed 
a glad meeting for both father and son, and they had many things to ask and to 

Theseus Recognized by His Father (1832) by Hippolyte Flandrin
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tell. As for the wicked Medea, she 
knew that her day of rule was past. 
She ran out of the palace, and 
whistled a loud, shrill call; and men 
say that a chariot drawn by dragons 
came rushing through the air, and that 
she leaped into it and was carried 
away, and no one ever saw her again.  
 The very next morning, Aegeus 
sent out his heralds, to make it known 
through all the city that Theseus was 
his son, and that he would in time be 
king in his stead. When the fifty 
nephews heard this, they were angry 
and alarmed.  
 “Shall this upstart cheat us out of our heritage?" they cried; and they 
made a plot to waylay and kill Theseus in a grove close by the city gate. 
Right cunningly did the wicked fellows lay their trap to catch the young 
hero; and one morning, as he was passing that way alone, several of them 
fell suddenly upon him, with swords and lances, and tried to slay him 
outright.  
 They were thirty to one, but he faced them boldly and held them at 
bay, while he shouted for help. The men of Athens, who had borne so many 
wrongs from the hands of the nephews, came running out from the streets; 
and in the fight which followed, every one of the plotters, who had lain in 
ambush was slain; and the other nephews, when they heard about it, fed 
from the city in haste and never came back again. 

Medea’s dragon chariot
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6. Read Aloud 
Read Chapters 11,12 and 13 of “Little House in the Big Woods” by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder this week 
• As you read, allow your child to enjoy the illustrations.   
Audio: Little House in the Big Woods

Color the picture below:

https://www.audible.com/pd/Little-House-in-the-Big-Woods-Audiobook/B01MYA3PI5?qid=1601045516&sr=1-1&ref=a_search_c3_lProduct_1_1&pf_rd_p=e81b7c27-6880-467a-b5a7-13cef5d729fe&pf_rd_r=DTBKXDXEJFJJCT6F2T0T
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Read to the child: Read the sentences below. All phonograms have been underlined for you.  
The arrows remind you of the “silent e” words.

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Day 21. Reading

Phonogram gn
Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

gn-o-m-e
gnome

gn-aw
gnaw

s-i-gn
sign

Read to the child:  The phonogram gn says /n/ the 2-letter n, that MAY be used at the beginning or 
end of a word as in “gnome” or “sign”. First read each sound in the words below, then put them 
together to read the word.  

1. Mother tells me stories about elves and gnomes.


2. Our dog will gnaw his bone until there is nothing left.


3. There is a stop sign at the end of our street.


4. The artist drew a design for a new painting.


Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake
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kneel


gnaw


knock


gnat


knife


knees


Read to the child: Copy each word on the line below and underline the phonograms in the word.  
Match each word with the appropriate picture.
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Reader

Jack was looking for food to eat. 
"Look, look, Jack !" said Polly Robin.  
“Kitty Cat can catch you.” 
Her teeth are like knives and she will eat 
you up." 
"I am not afraid of her," said Jack.  
“You know I am faster than Kitty Cat.” 
Jack Squirrel ran into the barn.  
"Look, Polly, look at me!" he said.  
"I am not afraid of Kitty Cat."  
Kitty Cat was sound asleep in the barn. 
Kitty Cat did not see Jack Squirrel. 
Kitty Cat did not see Polly Robin. 

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

2

2 2

2 2

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake2
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2. Poetry

RIDE, ride away, 
Our horsey’s Dapple Gray,  
And Baby’s on his back, 
O where shall he ride today? 

To the King’s Castle 
And knock, knock, knock!  
Nobody home! Nobody home!

Only two little dogs are there, 
Lying together under the chair,  
One little dog says,“Woof!” 
The other says, “Woof, woof, woof!” 

Say to the child: A “Dapple Gray” is a white or gray horse with darker spots 
of color. Underline all of the “kn” phonograms in the poem. Can you tell the 
words at the end of the lines that rhyme? 

Ride, Ride Away
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3. Handwriting
Copy the lines below in your best handwriting.

    

Ride, ride away,

Our horsey's Dapple Gray,

And Baby's on his back,

O where shall he ride today?
    

Ride, ride away,

Our horsey's Dapple Gray,

And Baby's on his back,

O where shall he ride today?

Study the rocking horse on the left and draw the missing parts on the horse on the right.
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4. Grammar
Written Exercise - Dictation: Have your child listen as you read the rhyme “Ride, Ride Away”. 
Have them complete the missing words in the section below.After the child writes each word, have 
him underline the phonograms in each word. Gently have your child erase and correct any 
mistakes. Be sure to spell all the words correctly. 

Ride, ride                             , 

Our horsey’s Dapple                       ,  

And Baby’s on his                          , 

O                           shall he ride today? 

To the King’s Castle 

And knock, knock,                           !  

Nobody home! Nobody home! 

Only two little dogs are                             , 

Lying together under the                       ,  

One little dog says,“Woof!” 

The                               says, “Woof, woof, woof!”
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6. Science

A HOUSE OF MUD  

One rainy day Mary and Jack were playing ball in the barn, when the ball loosened 
a gray mass in the corner just under the roof. It fell to the floor and broke into 
pieces. The children went to look at it and found that it was made of mud, dry and 
hard. In it were many little cells, and out of one of these cells had fallen ten or 
twelve big brown spiders.  
“It must be a spider's nest, but I never knew that spiders made nests like that,” said  
Mary. 
“I didn’t either,”said Jack. “But look! There are spiders in all of these little cells.” 
Just then their father came into the barn, and they showed him the queer spider’s 
nest. He laughed. “ A spider did not make that,” he said. “ That is a wasp's nest.”  
“A wasp's nest!” cried Jack. “But what are all these spiders doing in it?” 
“Did you find anything except spiders in it?" asked his father.  
Jack took up a piece of the mud nest and shook out the spiders. With them came 
something which looked like a little white worm .  
“There,” said the father; “ the nest was made for that little white grub, not for the 
spiders. In time the grub will change into a big ws p.”  
“I have seen those big wasps flying around,” said Jack. "Did you notice what they 
were doing as they flew about?”  
Jack and Mary had not, so their father went on. “When you saw her flying about, 
Mrs. Wasp was getting mud to make her nest.  
When it was all done, she was still very busy getting all these spiders to put into it. 
Then she put a tiny egg into each cell and, closing the door way, flew off and left 
the babies to take care of themselves.” “But what are the spiders for?”asked Mary.  
“They are for the young wasps to eat,” her father answered. “These little white 
grubs must grow and change into wasps with wings before they leave their mud 
house. Mother Wasp knew this, so she packed all these spiders into each room for 
the baby wasps to eat. If you had found this after the wasps had gone, there would 
have been no spiders in it."  
“ There is another one up there,” Mary said, pointing to a beam not far above their 
heads.  
“Sure enough!” replied her father. “ You can easily watch that one and see when 
the  
wasps come out.” 
Every day the children went to the barn to look at the wasps' nest, but it was a long 
time before there was any change in it. Then one day they found one of the cells 
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open. While they were looking at it, another was opened and out came a shining 
blue wasp.  
Mary screamed and jumped back, afraid that the wasp would sting her. But Jack 
was not afraid. “Father says that they will not hurt you if you let them alone,” he 
said.  
All the cells were now open, so the children took down the mud house and found 
that it was empty, just as their father had said. All the spiders were gone.  
“I don’t like wasps,”said Mary,“but I am glad we found out about them .”  

HOW THE STRAWBERRIES BECAME RED  
Jack lay on his back under the big oak tree in the meadow, looking up through its 
green branches. Here and there he could catch a glimpse of the blue sky, or of a 
soft, white cloud. The bright light hurt his eyes and he closed them .  
Suddenly a green acorn fell close to his head and, looking up, he saw Bobby 
Squirrel sitting on a low branch. “ Hello, Jack!” he said. “ I believe I'll come 
down.” 
Now Jack had never heard a squirrel talk, but, strange to say, he did not feel at al 
surprised. Bobby Squirrel was soon on the ground, and then Jack sat up and stared. 
The squirrel had vanished and there stood a tiny elf dressed all in green. On the 
ends of his pointed shoes and little pointed cap were tiny golden bells that tinkled 
when he walked.  
 “Do you want to go with me?” he asked.  
“Who are you?” asked Jack, still staring at the little man.  
“My name is Tinkle Top,” replied the elf. “ I have some work to do here in the 
meadow  
for the king.” 
“What king?”said Jack. 
“Why, the king of the elves, of course,”  
answered the little man. “Come along. I have no time to waste.”  
Jack said no more, but got up and followed the elf. They crossed the meadow to a 
little hillside. Jack saw that the ground was covered with wild strawberries, but 
they were still green. Here the elf stopped and drew out from under a toadstool a 
tiny pot of red paint. Then he did the funniest thing! He took from his pocket a 
little paint-brush and, sitting on the ground, he began to paint a berry. 
“Why do you do that?” asked Jack. 
“ It is time for these berries to ripen,” answered the elf.  
“ Do you always paint them ?” Jack inquired. “Yes, of course. What alot of 
questions you do ask!” and the elf began on another berry. “ I shall only paint the 
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upper side of this one,” he said. “ It is so close to the ground that the other side 
will not show ."  
He painted away until all the biggest berries were red. The little ones he left green.  
“ There, that's done!” and he wiped his brush on a leaf growing on a bush nearby. 
“Now I am ready to go.” 
He picked up his paint pot and started across the meadow. Jack stooped to pick a 
ripe berry and, when he looked up, the elf was gone. And then, strange to say, Jack 
found himself lying under the oak tree again.  
  
He sat up and rubbed his eyes. In the tree over his head he caught sight of Bobby 
Squirrel. “Are you Tinkle Top?” he asked. But Bobby Squirrel only whisked his 
bushy tail and dis appeared around the tree.  

Before going home, Jack crossed the meadow to the hillside. There, sure enough, 
the ground was covered with wild strawberries, some red, others green. He picked 
a red berry which grew close to the ground, and found that the under side was still 
green.  
And on a bush near by was a single red leaf just like those which we see in the 
autumn.  
  
“Well!” Jack said to himself, as he ate a juicy, red berry, “ I must have dreamed it, 
but I am glad I found out that the strawberries are ripe."  
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NATURE JOURNAL  

Sketch the object you are observing in the box below:

WHAT IS IT? _______________________________________________________________

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?________________________________________________

IS IT ALWAYS HERE?________________________________________________________

WHERE DOES IT LIVE?______________________________________________________

WHAT DOES IT EAT?________________________________________________________

OTHER OBSERVATIONS______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Day 31. Reading

\\\ow


si\\\


\\\ash


\\\eel


\\\at

\\\ight


\\\ome


\\\ot


\\\ew


ali\\\

gnkn

Read to the child: Use the phonograms to make words below. When you fill in the 
phonogram, underline it and any other phonograms in the word.
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knitting doorknob knees knight

sign gnome knuckles gnat

1

8

2 3

5
4

6

7

!

"

#

$

%

&

'

(

Crossword kn and gn
Have the child complete the crossword. The words are included in the box below to help with 
spelling. Have the child say the word out loud as they write it.
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Reader

Where are you going, Plucky Duck?  
My little ducklings and I are walking to 
the pond. 
My little ducklings are going for a swim.  
We will enjoy a nice swim in the pond. 
Come follow me little ducklings.  
This is a good morning for a swim.  
Follow the signs that lead to the pond. 
It was a bright and happy day for a 
swim in the pond.  
“Thank you Mother” said the ducklings. 
“Thank you for taking us to the pond for 
a swim.”

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

2

2

2
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2. Handwriting

               

     

 

               

     

 

Trace each letter and write two lowercase and one uppercase letter in the boxes provided.

Trace the GN phonograms below.

               

     

 

Trace the sentence below.

               

     

 
Draw a big mushroom house for the gnome. Color the picture.
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3. Grammar

Parts of Speech: nouns and verbs 

Read to the child: A noun is a word that is a person place or thing. A verb is an action word! Play the 
grammar game below by filling in the blanks with either a noun or a verb. You can make the story as 
silly as you like.  

Play the grammar game. Fill in the blanks with the nouns or verbs found in the lists below:

yellow the flowers are

1.The

on the 

trees dropping
leaves losing
ground laying
grass flying

Nouns Verbs

Capitalization and punctuation: Unscramble and Rewrite the sentence correctly. 

Read to the child:  unscramble the words below to make a sentence. Write the sentence on the lines 
below using correct capitalization and punctuation. Remember! Capitalize the first letter of the first 
word in a sentence. Always capitalize a person’s name. End a sentence that is a statement or tells 
something with a period (.)

 are 
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5. History

THE WONDERFUL ARTISAN 
PERDIX 

 While Athens was still only a small city there lived within its walls a man 
named Daedalus who was the most skillful worker in wood and stone and metal 
that had ever been known. It was he who taught the people how to build better 
houses and how to hang their doors on hinges and how to support the roofs with 
pillars and posts. He was the first to fasten things together with glue; he invented 
the plumb line and the auger; and he showed seamen how to put up masts in their 
ships and how to rig the sails to them with ropes. He built a stone palace for 
Ægeus, the young king of Athens, and beautified the Temple of Athena which 
stood on the great rocky hill in the middle of the city.   
 Daedalus had a nephew named Perdix whom he had taken when a boy to 
teach the trade of builder. But Perdix was a very apt learner, and soon surpassed 
his master in the knowledge of many things.  
 His eyes were ever open to see what was going on about him, and he 
learned the lore of the fields and the woods. Walking one day by the sea, he 
picked up the backbone of a great 
fish, and from it he invented the 
saw. Seeing how a certain bird 
carved holes in the trunks of 
trees, he learned how to make 
and use the chisel. Then he 
invented the wheel which potters 
use in molding clay; and he 
made of a forked stick the first 
pair of compasses for drawing 
circles; and he studied out many 
other curious and useful things. 
Daedalus was not pleased when 
he saw that the lad was so apt and wise, so ready to learn, and so eager to do.  
 “If he keeps on in this way,” he murmured, “he will be a greater man than I; 
his name will be remembered, and mine will be forgotten.” 
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 Day after day, while at his work, Daedalus pondered over this matter, and 
soon his heart was filled with hatred towards young Perdix. One morning when 
the two were putting up an ornament on the outer wall of Athena's temple, 
Daedalus bade his nephew go out on a narrow scaffold which hung high over the 
edge of the rocky cliff whereon the temple stood. Then, when the lad obeyed, it 
was easy enough, with a blow of a hammer, to knock the scaffold from its 
fastenings. 
 Poor Perdix fell headlong through the air, and he would have been dashed 
in pieces upon the stones at the foot of the cliff had not kind Athena seen him and 
taken pity upon him. While he was yet whirling through mid-air she changed him 
into a partridge, and he flitted away to the hills to live for ever in the woods and 
fields which he loved so well. And to this day, when summer breezes blow hard 
the wild flowers bloom in meadow and glade, the voice of Perdix may still 
sometimes be heard, calling to his mate from among the grass and reeds or amid 
the leafy underwoods.  

MINOS.  
 As for Daedalus, when the people of Athens heard of his dastardly deed, 
they were filled with grief and rage – grief for young Perdix, whom all had 
learned to love; rage towards the wicked uncle, who loved only himself. At first 
they were for punishing Daedalus with the death which he so richly deserved, but 
when they remembered what he had done to make their homes pleasanter and 
their lives easier, they allowed him to live; and yet they drove him out of Athens 
and bade him never return.  
 There was a ship in the harbor just ready to start on a voyage across the sea, 
and in it Daedalus embarked with all his precious tools and his young son Icarus. 
Day after day the little vessel sailed slowly southward, keeping the shore of the 
main land always upon the right. It passed Troezen and the rocky coast of Argos, 
and then struck boldly out across the sea.  
 At last the famous Island of Crete was reached, and there Daedalus landed 
and made himself known; and the King of Crete, who had already heard of his 
wondrous skill, welcomed him to his kingdom, and gave him a home in his 
palace, and promised that he should be rewarded with great riches and honor if he 



30

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 2, Sample

would but stay and practice his craft there as he had done in Athens. 
 Now the name of the King of 
Crete was Minos. His grandfather, 
whose name was also Minos, was 
the son of Europa, a young 
princess whom a white bull, it was 
said, had brought on his back 
across the sea from distant Asia. 
This elder Minos had been 
accounted the wisest of men —so 
wise, indeed, that Jupiter chose 
him to be one of the judges of the 

Lower World. The younger Minos was almost as wise as his grandfather; and he 
was brave and far-seeing and skilled as a ruler of men. He had made all the 
islands subject to his kingdom, and his ships sailed into every part of the world 
and brought back to Crete the riches of foreign lands. So it was not hard for him 
to persuade Daedalus to make his home with him and be the chief of his 
artisans.  
 And Daedalus built for King Minos a most wonderful palace with floors 
of marble and pillars of granite; and in the palace he set up golden statues which 
had tongues and could talk; and for splendor and beauty there was no other 
building in all the wide earth that could be compared with it. There lived in 
those days among the hills of Crete a terrible monster called the Minotaur, the 
like of which has never been seen from that time until now . This creature, it 
was said, had the body of a man, but the face and head of a wild bull and the 
fierce nature of a mountain lion. The people of Crete would not have killed him 
if they could; for they thought that the Mighty Folk who lived with Jupiter on 
the mountain top had sent him among them, and that these beings would be  
angry if anyone should take his life. He was the pest and terror of all the land. 
Where he was least expected, there he was sure to be; and almost every day 
some man, woman or child was caught and devoured by him.“ You have done 

King Minos
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so many wonderful things,” said the king to Daedalus, “can you not do 
something to rid the land of this Minotaur?”  
 “Shall I kill him?” asked Daedalus.  
 “Ah, no!” said the king. “That would only bring greater misfortunes upon 
us.” 
  “I will build a house for him then,” said Daedalus, “and you can keep 
him in it as a prisoner.” 
 “But he may pine away and die if he is penned up in prison,” said the 
king. 
 “He shall have plenty of room to roam about,” said Daedalus; ”and if you 
will only now and then feed one of your enemies to him, I promise you that he 
shall live and thrive."  
 So the wonderful artisan brought together his workmen, and they built a 
marvelous house with so many rooms in it and so many winding ways that no 
one who went far into it could ever find his way out again; and Daedalus called 
it the Labyrinth, and cunningly persuaded the Minotaur to go inside of it. The 
monster soon lost his way among the winding passages, but the sound of his 
terrible bellowing could be heard day and night as he wandered back and forth 
vainly trying to find some place to escape. 

A drawing of 
Daedalus’ 
labyrinth from 
a Medieval 
book
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Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each 
phonogram and say the sound. 

1. Reading

Missing Phonograms
Use the phonogram tiles above to help you fill in the missing phonograms. The first one has 
been completed for you as an example.

ba\\\\


j\\\els


Z\\s


\\ock


k\\\ 


sl\\th


n\\\t


\\ight


ey
b-a-dge-r
badger

j-u-dge
judge

l-o-dge
lodge

w-e-dge
wedge

b-a-dge-r
badger

j-u-dge
judge

l-o-dge
lodge

w-e-dge
wedge

b-a-dge-r
badger

j-u-dge
judge

l-o-dge
lodge

w-e-dge
wedge

Day 4

The little gnome knows how to 
make a mushroom home.

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

2
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Complete the sentences sounds of kn and gn.
Have the child fill in the sentences below with the correct word. Have them read each sentence out 
loud as they write.

8. The blacksmith made the armor for a  \\\\\\\. 

7. I will use my  \\\\\\ to cut an apple. 

6. There is a little \\\\\\ statue in the garden.

5. I skinned my \\\\\\ on the sidewalk.

4. The rats  \\\\\\\\\ the rope in the night.


1. That tiny flying insect is a \\\\\.


3. Grandma will  \\\\\\ me a pair of socks.

2. The  \\\\\\ showed which way to go.

knee  tree

gnome  gnat

knight  knife

right  knight

mine  sign

knot   knit

knotted   gnawed

gnat  knot
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Reader

Dinner is ready but where is Jack Squirrel?  
Do you see Jack Squirrel? 
Come, Jack, dinner is ready.  
Where are Bobby and Frisky?  
“Here we are in this tree.” said Bobby and 
Frisky Squirrel. 
Have you found some nuts Jack?  
Yes, the nuts are in the basket.  
‘Oh, goody!” said Bobby and Frisky. 
“Here are some cherries,” said Jack. 
“You may have some cherries.” 
“Goody, goody!” said Bobby and Frisky. 
“We like nuts and ripe cherries.”

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

2

2

2

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

2 2

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake

Reading Warm Up: Have your child point to each phonogram and say the sound. 

c-a-k-e
cake

g-a-m-e
game

c-a-v-e
cave

s-a-f-e
safe

v-i-n-e
vine

l-i-f-e
life

f-i-n-e
fine

w-i-p-e
wipe

Jbake
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2. Handwriting
Copy the lines below in your best handwriting.

Finish drawing the hill the castle sits on. Add a path to the doors and anything else you’d like.

To the King's Castle

And knock, knock, knock!

Nobody home! Nobody home!

To the King's Castle

And knock, knock, knock!

Nobody home! Nobody home!
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3. Picture Study

Read to the child: Let’s explore this picture. What is your eye drawn to 
first in the picture? The knight has a beautiful golden cloak and shield. 

What are the other knights doing in the background? See how they 
are in shadow? This puts the focus on the knight in front who is about 

to engage in combat. Give the knight a name. Who or what do you 
think the knight is facing?
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4. Grammar

Capitalization and punctuation: Write a sentence about the picture on the prior page: 
(Parent: Gently correct any mistakes and have your child erase and correct them.) 

Read to the child: Capitalize the first word of a sentence. Place a question mark (?) at the end of a 
sentence that asks a question. Place a period (.) at the end of a sentence that is a statement. 

Parts of Speech: 
Read to the child: Can means to be able to. May asks permission. Circle 
the correct word below: 

You (may, can) win the race!

(may, can) I go with you?

Mr. Smith (can, may) be there tomorrow.
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6. Science

THE CRADLE IN THE ORCHARD  
 Mary was playing with her doll under the big maple tree on the lawn. Her 
mother had given her a lovely piece of pink ribbon and she was just about to tie it 
on her doll’s hair when Jack called her. She put the ribbon on the grass and ran to 
see what he had found. When she came back , the ribbon was gone.  
Mary looked and looked, but the ribbon was not to be found. Jack looked, too. 
“Maybe the wind blew it away,”he said.  
 “There isn't any wind,” answered Mary. It was quite true. Even the leaves on 
the tall poplar trees beside the gate were still, and you know poplar leaves will 
move at the least breath. They knew Rover had not taken it, for he had been lying 
asleep under the porch all the morning. At last they gave up the search and Mary 
decided that Bobby Squirrel must have taken it. So for several days she would not 
leave any nuts for him under the maple tree.  
 But Bobby Squirrel had not taken the pink ribbon. While Mary was gone 
Mrs. Oriole had come by, hunting for material for her new house. She spied the 
pink ribbon on the grass and thought it just what she 
wanted. So away she flew to the orchard, with the 
ribbon flying behind her.  
 Mr. Oriole, dressed in gay orange and black, sat 
in the oak tree across the road and sang. But plain 
littleMrs.Oriole had no time to sit in a tree and sing. 
She had chosen a place far out on a long apple-
branch, and here she was making her nest.  
She wove together long grasses from the orchard and 
bits of string which she found about the farm yard. In 
the bottom of the nest was a piece of green string 
which Jack  
had dropped in the road, and now she had this long 
pink ribbon. She wove it in and out, in and out, until 
she had used it all. Then she sat for a minute with her 
head on one side and admired her work. Mr. Oriole 
came across the road and admired it too.  
At last the nest was almost finished, but Mrs. Oriole still needed something strong 
to bind it well together. So she went to the pasture where the horses were feeding. 
She flew about looking for a long horse-hair, but no horse-hair was to be found. 
She had to go back without it, but there in the road beside the orchard wall her 
bright eyes spied the end of along, black hair. It was just what she needed.  
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 Mrs. Oriole took the end of the horse-hair in her bill and pulled. The hair 
had been in the road for some time, however, and it was stuck fast. She pulled, but 
with no success. Then she called Mr. Oriole and he pulled until suddenly the hair 
was loosened, and he almost fell over backward. 
 The horse-hair was woven in. The nest was done, and a beautiful cradle it 
was. It hung far out on a slender branch, where the wind rocked it gently as it 
passed through the apple tree. 
 And now it was easy to see why Mrs.Oriole wore such a dull-colored dress. 
As she sat on the nest, her dress was so near the color of the leaves about her that 
it would have been hard to see her. It would never have done for Mr. Oriole, with 
his bright orange and black, to sit on that precious nest. 
 It was not many days until the three baby orioles filed the cradle to 
overflowing.  
Every day Jack and Mary went to the orchard to watch them , but it was not until 
the little birds had grown up and flown away that Mary learned the secret of her 
pink ribbon. By that time it was much faded by wind and rain.  
 She knew, however, that it was the ribbon which had disappeared in such a 
strange way. “Well!” she said,“here I thought the squirrel had taken it, and I 
would not give him any nuts for days and days. I am glad, though, that Mother 
Oriole put it into this lovely cradle.”  

JACK’S SURPRISE  
 From the orchard there came a loud clear whistle. Rover, who was passing, 
stopped and turned.around, thinking that Jack was calling him, but Jack was not 
to be seen. 
 Again it came, a long whistle, followed by five short ones. Rover looked all 
around, but there was no one in sight except a big red bird sitting high up in an 
apple-tree. So he went on down the road.  
 The next day, as he was passing the orchard, the whistle came again. This 
time, however, Jack was with him , so Rover knew it was not his little master. 
Jack was looking up into a tree in the orchard. “ There it is!” he cried. 6.It's a 
cardinal. See how red it is!”.  
 Rover looked up and saw the big red bird that he had seen the day before. 
As he looked, it whistled again, but this time the whistle was different. The bird 
seemed to be saying, ou “ Pretty! pretty! pretty!"  
 “Yes, we know that you are pretty,” said Jack, laughing. He whistled just as 
the bird had done the first time, and the cardinal answered him. Rover could not 
understand it. Here were Jack and a big red bird whistling just alike. The dog 
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knew they were not calling him , so he barked and went on down the road, 
thinking that Jack would follow him.  
 But Jack did not see Rover go. He hid him self behind the stone wall and 
whistled again. Each time the bird answered and came a little nearer. Jack could 
see its black necktie and big red bill. The crest upon its head flamed a brilliant red 
and stood up very straight.  
 “Oh, but you are a beauty!” said Jack, softly.  
 At that moment, from the woods across the meadow , came the whistle of 
another cardinal. The great red bird stopped and seemed to be listening. Jack kept 
very still. Again the call came, and like a flash the cardinal was gone. “I believe I 
will follow him ,” thought Jack , climbing the fence into the meadow.  
 At the edge of the woods he stopped to listen. For a moment all was still. 
Then came the cardinal's whistle close at hand. At the same moment a bird flew 
into a thicket not far away. Jack knew the bird must have a nest in the bushes, so 
he crept up, very slowly and softly. He carefully pushed the bushes aside. Then he 
stopped and almost held his breath .  
 There, not many feet away, was a nest, and on it sat a bird. Jack could not see 
what kind of bird it was, but he could see that it was of some dull color. “ Perhaps 
it is a catbird,” he thought. 
 Then he saw a strange sight. There was a flutter of wings and the big red 
cardinal entered the thicket. What was Jack's surprise to see him fly straight to the 
nest, and feed the other bird something that he carried in his bill. Then, with a low 
“chip,” he was gone again.  
 How very queer for a cardinal to feed a catbird,” thought Jack.  
 Then he noticed for the first time that the bird had a crest upon its head. Jack 
knew that a catbird did not have a crest. Then he noticed thick red bill like that of 
the cardinal. Forgetting where he was, Jack said aloud,  
“Why , that must be Ms . Cardinal and this is their nest!" But at the sound of his 
voice  
the nest was empty and Mrs. Cardinal was scolding loudly from the bushes.  
 “Oh,I am so sorry I frightened you!” said Jack. “ I will go now and let you 
come back to your nest, Mrs. Cardinal, but I am very glad I found you. Perhaps I 
will come again some day, and see your babies.” 
 As Jack climbed the meadow fence he heard again a clear whistle from the 
woods. Then he knew that Mrs. Cardinal had returned to her nest and all was well.  



41

©2021 Classical School Solutions Grade 2, Sample

NATURE JOURNAL  

Sketch the object you are observing in the box below:

WHAT IS IT? _______________________________________________________________

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?________________________________________________

IS IT ALWAYS HERE?________________________________________________________

WHERE DOES IT LIVE?______________________________________________________

WHAT DOES IT EAT?________________________________________________________

OTHER OBSERVATIONS______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________


